











SOME SAN FRANCISCO UNIFORMS OF 1870 


by Anne S. K. Brown 


An interesting and varied assortment of uniforms of 
San Francisco National Guard and independent com- 
panies of the post-Civil War period is displayed in a 
colored lithograph published by George H. Baker, 408 
California Street, San Francisco, under the title Military 
of San Francisco. The print is not dated, but an exami- 
nation of rosters in the Report of the Adjutant General 
of the State of California for the Years 1870 and 1871 
makes it apparent that it was published about 1870. 


Capped by a handsome trophy of flags and weapons 
surmounted by an eagle perched on a shield under which 
streams the motto “Union”, the print is divided into five 
sections. Included are four colored illustrations and a 
printed caption stating that the National Guard of 
California was divided into six brigades, “about two- 
thirds of which is comprised in the 2nd Brigade, located 
in San Francisco, and towns adjoining the Bay, in all, 
2030 men, 1800 being located in San Francisco”. It 
goes on to say that there were nearly forty military 
companies in the city, but not all were included in the 
Brigade, a few being independent companies, and con- 
cludes with the proud boast: “The Military of San 
Francisco is unsurpassed in drill and ‘Esprit de Corps’ 
by any city in the Union”. Judging by the sartorial dis- 
play in the accompanying illustrations, one doubts if 
they could have been surpassed in variety either. 

The Report, mentioned above, together with earlier 
editions, shows the following units to have been in the 
2nd Brigade, N.G.C., in 1870. Unless otherwise noted 
the companies were in San Francisco; organization dates 
are included: 
1st Regiment of Infantry 


Co. A—Oakland Guard..................... . Oakland, 1868 
ie, ee I os... ccesscnesedassqnesdeieeel 1854 
Co. C—National Guard ....................6660.00cseeee 1855 
Co. D—Franklin Light Infantry...................... 1861 
Co. E—Sumner Light Guard ............................ 1861 
oe SS =F Ree 1858 
Co. G—Ellsworth Rifles ...... FPN ee Toomey 1861 
Co. H—Hewston Rifles ................ POOR AF: 1869 
2nd Regiment of Infantry 
eae ee 1861 


Co. B—Warren (formerly Veteran) Guard...... 1867 


Co. C—California Guard (or Rifles) ................ 1860 
Co. D—Germania Fifles ..............cccccccceceesceseeee 1868 
Co. E—Sreuben Guaatd ooo... ccccccccccceecceeeceeeees 1869 
Co. F— Vallejo Rifbes ........c....ccccccccccccssssescseeses ? 
Co. H—San Francisco Cadets................ Vallejo, 1869 
Co. G—Frisbie Guard .......................0 Vallejo, 1863 
3rd Regiment of Infantry (formerly 1st Battalion of Infantry) 
Co. A—Montgomery Guard*® 2..000.........00:c0e 1859 
Co. B—Ghiekds Guard? ............0000cc00+s..cocevcrveess 1861 
Co. C—Wolfe Tome Guard*® ................cccccceeeees 1862 
Co. D—Meagher Guard® ..................::ccccececeees 1862 
Co. E—Emmet Guatd .o............cccccccceeceeeeecceeeees 1862 
Co. F—Sarsfield Guard ...............ccccccccccceseeeeeees 1855 
Co. G—Oakland Grenadiers............... Oakland, 1870 
Co. H—MacMahon Grenadiers ....................000. 1858 
1st Cavalry Battalion 
Co. A—First Light Dragoons .................-sse-.++: 1852 
Co. B—San Francisco Hussars ................0000c0008. 1859 
Co. C—Jackson Dragoons ....................0.ccc00000 1863 
Co. D—Haight Light Horse Guard ................. 1868 
First California Guard (Light Artillery) .............0000... 1849 
Veterans of the Mexican War (Foot Artillery)........ ? 


Returning to the plate, at the upper left is a battery 
of the First California Guard Flying Artillery, the oldest 
company in the State, dressed in single-breasted dark 
blue shell jackets piped in red with brass buttons, red 
fringed epaulettes, and yellow gauntlets, light blue over- 
alls with a red stripe, black fele dress (Hardee) hats 
with red plume and hat-cord and brass crossed cannon 
in front, white sword slings from which hang artillery 
sabres in white metal scabbards, and scarlet saddle 
blankets. 

The center picture is of the Staff in conventional 
uniforms of the period consisting of double-breasted 
dark blue frock coats and trousers with brass buttons, 
yellow piping on the trouser-seam, gold bordered shoul- 
der straps with rank insignia, and black waist-belts with 
gilt buckles worn over yellow, blue, or red sashes, 
depending on rank and branch, buff gauntlets, and dark 
blue “squashed” chacos (low-crowned caps) with a gilt 
wreath in front. Shabracques are dark blue with yellow 
borders and, on the General's, an eagle in the corner. 

* These four companies had originally comprised the Inde- 
pendent Irish Battalion and had been mustered into the Na- 
tional Guard in 1868. The companies shown in the plate but 


not on the list above were independent units, not affiliated with 
the National Guard. 











The right-hand vignette shows four cavalrymen repre- 
senting the Light Dragoons, Jackson Dragoons, San 
Francisco Hussars, and Haight Light Dragoons. The 
first-named, like the Staff, wears a conventional cavalry 
uniform, a dark blue single-breasted shell jacket with 
pointed yellow cuff-facings piped with yellow, and yel- 
low braid on the collar. The jacket is piped on the front 
and around the bottom with yellow. In addition he 
wears brass shoulder scales, a yellow aiquilette across the 
breast, light blue overalls with yellow piping on the 
seam, a black waist-belt with brass buckle and a dark 
blue cap. He wears white gloves, and instead of a 
shabracque, a tan blanket is folded under the saddle. 

The Jackson Dragoon wears a similar uniform except 
that his jacket is double-breasted with a single row of 
buttons on the side, lancer-fashion; his epaulettes have 
black centers and gold fringe, and in place of the breast- 
wide yellow aiquilette, he wears a small red one looped 


on the left breast and hanging from a sort of misplaced 
gorget, evidently to balance the single row of buttons 
on the right. On his sleeve are three large down-point- 
ing red chevrons edged wiih yellow, and his trouser- 
stripe is red edged with yellow. His cap is fitted with 
a chin-strap and gilt badge in front, and he wears a 
sabre in a white metal scabbard. 

The San Francisco Hussar wears a scarlet dolman 
braided in blue, a blue red-frogged pelisse edged with 
brown fur, light blue overalls piped witi: *sv, a brown 
fur busby with red cord, bag, and bottle-brush plume 
in front, and a broad white shoulder-bele with a brass 
plate. 

The Haight Light Dragoon wears a dragoon uniform 
of the French Imperial Guard of Napoleon III consist- 
ing of brass crested helmet with black pompen in front 
and black horsetail plume trailing behind, a red tuft 
at the left, leopardskin band, and brass chin-scales; green 


Overall view of the lithograph. 
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Left vignette: First California Guard Flying Artillery. 


litevka or lancer coatee with yellow plastron and tail- 
lining, brass shoulder scales, red overalls with black 
piping, a black waist-belt with brass buckle, and tan 
leather gauntlets. His shabracque is blue with a scarlet 
border, and he carries a sabre in a white metal scabbard. 
A narrow black belt is worn over the left shoulder. 

The lower picture is a panorama of infantry. At the 
extreme left is a private of the Sarsfield Rifles (possibly 
the same company as the Sarsfield Guard) wearing a 
dark blue double-breasted coatee with red collar, skirt- 
lining, cuffs and cuff-flaps, brass buttons and collar in- 
signia, epaulettes with red centers and white fringe, and 
light blue trousers with a red stripe piped with white. 
The flat blue chaco has gilt insignia and a red band. 
The black knapsack is surmounted by a red valise with 
black straps. The private carries a musket with bayonet. 
Above him in an unidentified sapper carrying an axe. 
He wears a tall bearskin cap with a red plume on the 
left, a white canvas apron over a blue double-breasted 
tunic, red fringed epaulettes and buckskin gauntlets. 

It will be noted that all of the infantry in the plate 
carry muzzle-loading weapons. ‘This had not escaped 
the notice of the Adjutant General of the State, either, 
for in his Reports he repeatedly urged the Governor to 
procure breech-loading arms. As early as 1867 he 





Right vignette: left to right mounted, Light Dragoons, San Fran- 
cisco Hussars, Haight Dragoons; standing, Jackson Dragoons. 


pleaded that, in the event of a riot, his men “would offer 
but a weak resistance to a mob .. . as the latter would 
undoubtedly be armed with Henry's repeating rifles, 
which arm is now found in every house and cabin”. 

The Veteran Guard wears a dar‘: blue single-breasted 
frock coat and trousers with red collar, shoulder-knot, 
cuff piping, and trouser-stripe. His waist-belt is black 
with a brass buckle, his cap has a red band and brass 
badge, and he wears white gloves. Seated beside him is 
a young drummer of the Sarsfield Guard. His red cuff- 
flaps are piped with white, and he wears a broad white 
drum-belt, and white fringe on his epaulettes. Above 
him stands an Irish American Guard wearing a double- 
breasted pearl-grey /stevka with apple-green plastron, 
skirt lining, collar and cuffs, yellow collar-tabs and cuff- 
flaps and brass buttons. His fringed epaulettes are 
green. He wears white gloves, a blue sash, and pearl 
grey trousers with a green stripe. His pearl-grey kepi 
has a brass badge and band, a black visor, and carries a 
drooping white plume in front. His musket is fitted 
with a bayonet and a white sling. 

The San Francisco Cadets wear a zouave outfit with 
a red cap, a light-blue Algerian jacket and waistcoat 
embroidered in red with white edging, black shoulder 
harness and a black waist-belt with brass buckle worn 





4 


over a wide red sash tied on the left side with trailing 
ends, light blue Turkish trousers or bloomers, russet 
leather and white canvas gaiters worn over black shoes. 
The bayonet scabbard is black with brass mounting, the 
cartridge-box and knapsack are black, and the valise red. 
He carries a rifle with saber bayonet. The Ellsworth 
Rifles, as their name implies, also wear a zouave costume, 
but of quite a different cut. Though the jacket and 
trousers are light blue, the cuffs are red and embroidered 
in yellow, the jacket is piped all round with red and 
trimmed with yellow embroidery, and the ordinary 
trousers carry a red-yellow-red stripe. A red waistcoat 
with a standing collar piped with yellow is worn, and the 
red cap bears a gilt wreath in front. No pack is shown, 
and neither zouave wears gloves. The gun slings are 
of brown leather. 

The Lafayette Guard wears a French infantry uniform 
of the 1850's: dark blue kepi fitted with a brass plate, 
red double pom-pom, and black visor and chin-strap; a 
dark blue wide-skirted frock coat with a yellow collar, 
red cuffs, and red fringed epaulettes, brass buttons, a 
black waist-belt with brass buckle, and red pantaloons. 
He carries a musket with bayonet and a valise of white 
with blue stripes over his knapsack on a black shoulder- 
harness. The Hewston Rifles wear an American single- 
breasted infantry tunic of dark blue piped with red, red 
collar and shoulder-straps, brass buttons, gray trousers 


with red piping on the seams and a dark biue cap with 
a gilt wreath insignia, and carry a musket with bayonet 
The “Sapeure Ponpier” {sic} is a complete Sapeur 
Pompier in all but spelling—brass fire helmet with brass 
crest and chin-scales and a red plume on the left side, 
dark blue full-skirted frock coat with buttoned skirt- 
flaps, brass buttons, yellow collar, red fringed epaulettes, 
blue sash and red peg-top pantaloons. He carries a 
sword in a black scabbard. 

The Garibaldi Guards live up to their name. The 
first of the political “shirts”, Garibaldi’s red shirts re- 
main the most picturesque, partly due to the rakish fire- 
man’s cut of the double-breasted, loose fitting red shirt, 
or blouse, with two rows of brass buttons, small turned 
down collar and buttoned cuffs. The blouse is worn 
tucked into light blue inrauctry pantaloons with a red, 
white-bordered stripe, and a small black bow tie, black 
waist-belt with brass buckle, and a red cap with gilt 
cord and insignia complete the costume of the San 
Francisco version, who carries a musket and bayonet. A 
sapper stands beside him wearing a white apron over 
his uniform, a white waistbelt, and a small blue drooping 
plume on the front of his chaco. 

Next comes a soldier of the Legion of St. Patrick 
wearing a blue infantry dress uniform with brass but- 
tons, green collar, cuffs and buttoned cuff-flaps, yellow 
fringed epaulettes, and light blue pantaloors with a 


The Infantry panorama. 
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green stripe. He wears a small fore-and-aft chapeau The McMahon Guard, doubtiess named after the French 
(or possibly a Hardee hat) with gilt eagle on the right marshal, wears the uniform of a grenadier of the Im- 
and a gilt tassel or hat-cord acron in front, and a black perial Guard of Napoleon III: black bearskin cap with 
waist-belt with brass buckle. He wears a green bow- red plume on the left, a gilt flaming grenade badge on 
knot on his right breast and carries a musket. The a red ground on the back, and a brass chin-strap; dark 
Germania Rifles wear a light blue tunic and trousers blue swallow-tail coat faced with red, brass buttons, 
with white collar, cuffs and trouser stripe piped in red, red-piped skirt pockets trimmed with 3 buttons on either 
red and white piping on the skirt-tails in back, white side, red embroidered grenades on the tail-revers, red 
fringed epaulettes, a black waist-belt and cartridge box fringed epaulettes, and loose red pantaloons with black 
with a brass plate, and a tall fusilier cap of white fur with piping. His pack consists of a black cartridge box with 
brass chin-strap. His neighbor, a City Guard, wears the brass plate, black knapsack with a round polished brass 
same headdress in black with two gilt tassels in front and canteen (bearing a tiger's head) attached to the center, 
brass chin-scales; a white double-breasted coatee with surmounted by a red valise with black straps. 
brass buttons, red collar piped with yellow, red cuffs The National Guard wears a double-breasted scarlet 
with white buttoned-on flaps, red-and-yellow striped coatee with brass buttons, white collar and cuffs, yellow 
epaulettes with red fringe, and three red down-pointing or gold lace cuff-flaps and collar piping, epaulettes 
chevrons outlined in yellow on his sleeve. His coattail bordered with red-and-white piping and trimmed with 
is lined with red, and he wears light blue pantaloons yellow fringe, white skirt-lining and pocket piping. He 
with a broad red stripe piped with yellow. has a black waist-belt with brass buckle and black H-type 
The Shields Guard wears a dark blue double-breasted shoulder harness, and visible is a black oilskin valise. In 
coatee with brass buttons, green collar with yellow tabs, addition ‘the wears light blue trousers with broad red 
green fringed epaulettes, green cuffs, buttoned on cuff- stripe edged with yellow, and a white bearskin cap with 
flaps and tail lining, a black shoulder-belt with brass a gilt tassel in front and brass chin-scales. The first 
plate on the right shoulder, light blue trousers with a sergeant wears three yellow, down-pointing chevrons 
broad red stripe, and a black bearskin cap with a gilt with a diamond, and both guardsmen carry muskets with 
front plate, chin scales, and a green cord and tassel in white slings and wear white gloves. The marker flags 
front. He carries what looks like a rifle and bayonet. of the company were light blue with yellow “NG” and 
The Infantry Panorama 
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border. The Light Guard wears the same uniform in 
light gray with a white collar with yellow tabs, white 
cuffs and skirt lining, white gloves, and a white cross- 
belt with brass plate. The trousers are light gray with 
a white stripe, the fur cap a yellowish tan with leather 
chin-strap and a yellow tasset or device in back. 

The Sumner Light Guard wears a dark blue infantry 
uniform with single-breasted frock coat and brass but- 
tons and white piping on the coat and trousers as well 
as on the light blue collar, shoulder-straps, and pointed 
cuff-facings. The cap has a brass badge in front and a 
leather chin-strap. The waist-belt is black with a brass 
buckle, and the musket has a tanned leather sling. The 
Union Guard wears a double-breasted dark blue coatee 
with brass buttons, red cuffs and skirt lining, white 
collar and cuff-flaps, dark blue epaulettes with red cres- 
cent and white fringe, dark blue trousers with a broad 
red stripe, and a blue cloth French kepi with gilt in- 
signia, red pompom, and black chin-strap. The tail 
pockets are trimmed with red, the chevrons red, edged 
with yellow, and a black leather waistbelt with brass 
buckle completes the outfit. 

The Black Jagers introduce a sombre note with a 
handsome black, full-skirted frogged coat and trousers 
and a black waist-belt. Trousers matching the coat are 
cut in the French peg-top pattern, and a black kepi with 
skull and crossed bones and a black drooping plume as 
well as a chin-strap are worn; and the rifle has a tan 
leather sling. The California Rifles wear a zouave dress 
with a red cap, blue Algerian jacket braided in yellow 
and fastened in front with a blue tab braided in yellow, 
a red and blue waist-coat piped with yellow, and roomy 
red peg-top pantaloons with a yellow-blue-yellow stripe. 
The cuffs are red, pointed, and piped with a yellow 
Austrian knot; the musket sling is white, the buttons 
are of brass, and the cap has a gilt wreath and black 
chin-strap. The San Francisco Jagers wear an Austrian 
jaeger uniform of light gray with a green collar, cuffs, 
and trouser-stripe, and a low-crowned jaeger hat or 
chapeau with a green plume. The belt and cartridge 
box are of dark brown leather, and the tunic is cut full 
in the skirt, though somewhat shorter than the French 
model. 

The U. S. Infantry soldier wears the regulation dress 
uniform with black waist-belt and shoulder-harness, brass 
shoulder scales and a Hardee hat turned up on the lef. 
Trousers are light blue. The Swiss Guard wears a black 
Swiss carabinier hat with the traditional green cock- 
feathers plume, brass insignia, and black chin-strap. In 
addition a dark green double-breasted tunic with brass 
buttons and a red brassard with a white Swiss cross is 
worn, a black waist-belt with brass buckle, and light 





blue trousers. A bayonet in a black leather brass- 
mounted scabbard hangs from the waist-belt, and the 
rifle has a brown leather sling. The costume is worn 
with white gloves. 

The Meagher Guard wears a single-breasted dark blue 
coatee with brass buttons and a green collar, cuffs, green 
fringed epaulettes, and light blue trousers with a green 
stripe. The low-crowned blue kepi has a green band, 
brass plate, and falling red plume topped with green, and 
a black chin-strap. The skirt-lining and cuff-flaps are 
light blue, and the waist-belt is black with a brass buckle, 
the musket sling brown, the gloves white. The Franklin 
Light Infantry wears a striking costume consisting of a 
dark blue coatee and light gray trousers with a wide red, 
white-bordered stripe. The coat has a red collar piped 
with white, red skirt-lining, and red epaulettes with 
white fringe, and the coat-tail is trimmed with two white 
pockets ornamented with brass buttons and yellow em- 
broidered buttonholes. A black patent-leather cartridge 
box with a brass plate is carried at the back of the black 
waist-belt and the blue French kepi has a red band, white 
piping, a white drooping plume and a black chin-strap. 

The Steuben Guard wears a dark blue single-breasted 
frock coat and trousers with brass buttons, yellow collar 
and cuffs piped with red, the pointed cuffs being finished 
with an Austrian knot. The dark blue shoulder-straps 
are trimmed with red piping, and the blue chaco has 
a red band and a red and gold badge in front. Gloves 
and gun sling are white, the waist-belt black with a 
brass plate. 

The Wolfe Tone Guard wears a single-breasted dark 
blue coatee with a green collar with yellow tabs, green 
cuffs, green fringed epaulettes, white buttoned-on cuff- 
flaps and skirt lining, light blue trousers piped with 
green, and a blue kepi with chin-strap, trimmed with 
yellow-over-red bands, a gilt badge, and a drooping 
green and red plume. The waist-belt is black with an 
oval brass plate, the gloves and gun-sling white. The 
Brannan Guard wears a blue single-breasted frock coat 
with brass buttons and apparently white collar and 
shoulder-straps, the collar possibly piped with red. The 
trousers and kepi are blue, the latter trimmed with a 
black band, red and white badge, and white piping and a 
yellow-black-red-white pompom in front. 

The Emmet Guard wears a green double-breasted 
coatee with brass buttons, light blue trousers, and a black 
bear-skin cap. The coat has a yellow collar and cuffs 
with buttoned flaps, all piped with black, and white 
fringed epaulettes. The tall fur cap has a brass plate 
in front, a white hackle on the left side, and a green-and- 
white cord with tassel draped diagonally across the 
front. The waist-belt is black with a brass plate, the 





gloves white, and the gun-sling of tan leather. The 
Montgomery Guard wears practically the same uniform 
except that the hackle and hat-cord are green; the fringed 
epaulettes are black; the collar, skirt-lining, and pockets 
are black edged with yellow, and the trousers have a 
broad green stripe. A black cartridge box with a brass 
plate is worn on the waist-belt, and the knapsack and 
valise are black, the former bearing a large “M G” in 
gilt letters. 

The last soldier in the picture is a Captain of the 
Sarsfield Guard bearing the flag of that unit. He wears 
a dark blue single-breasted frock coat with three bands 
of yellow lace on the collar, pointed blue cuffs piped with 
yellow, and yellow edged shoulder-straps. His trousers 
are light blue with white piping, and he wears a broad 
red sash tied on the left, over which is a waist-belt with 
brass buckle and a foot officer's sword. He wears a 
black dress hat turned up on the right and trimmed with 
a black ostrich plume and a gilt badge; the acorns of a 
yellow hat-cord are just visible in front. The flag is 
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green, bordered with yellow and bearing an oval, yel- 
low-framed portrait in the center of a 17th century 
soldier in cuirass and a full-bottomed unpowdered wig— 
doubtless Sarsfield himself. 


For a collector of data on 19th century militia and 
volunteer uniforms, this single print with its carefully 
drawn and colored figures and remarkable detail, con- 
sidering the limitations of size and mid-century lithog- 
raphy, presents an astonishing amount of information. 


It is interesting also as part of the history of a present- 
day brigade, some of whose companies still retain the 
showy names they had in 1870. In 1895 the elements 
of the 2nd Brigade were consolidated to form the Ist 
California Infantry. This regiment served in the Philip- 
pine Insurrection, at St. Mihiel and in the Meuse- 
Argonne (as heavy artillery) in World War I, in Italy 
(as field artillery) in World War II, and is now the 
112th Anti-aircraft Artillery Brigade with several of its 
battalions in active service. 


FEDERAL ARMY IDENTIFICATION DISCS OF THE CIVIL WAR 


by Francis A. Lord 


It is only in recent years that American soldiers have 
been provided with dog tags or similar means of identi- 
fication. Before World War I soldiers went into com- 
bat with no assurance that in case of death their bodies 
could be positively identified or their ultimate fate re- 
vealed to next of kin. This was especially true of the 
Federal troops of 1861-1865. It is a matter of record 
that 184,791 men of the Federal Army were captured or 
missing during the war. Included in the nissing were 
thousands who, buried on the many battlefields of the 
war, are to this day “unknown.” These men, usually 
strangers to the burial parties assigned to the last hurried 
rites, were “those who never came back.” Many men 
who died under the surgeon's knife at field hospitals in 
rear areas were only “bodies” to hospital attendants. 
The graves of thousands more who died in Confederate 
prisons are marked by the one word, “unkonwn.” As 


the statistician Phisterer has put it: 


All who served during the war know that at 
times men disappeared or failed to turn up, who, 
it was morally certain, had not deserted; still they 
could not be accounted for, never were heard of 
again, and undoubtedly lost their lives in some 
way and owing to the war.! 


When one examines regimental histories or reports of 
adjutant generals of the States, he is struck by the fre- 


1 Frederick Phisterer, Statistical Record of the Armies of the 
United States, New York, 1883, 71. 


quency of such entries as “never heard from” or “miss- 
ing at the battle of ....” Is it amy wonder that for 
decades after the war, many applications for widow's 
pensions were extremely difficult to process? 


Much of the heartache caused by the uncertainty of 
a son’s fate would have been spared the mother if the 
Government had issued some means of identification to 
the soldiers. On several occasions men going into 
combat improvised means of identification which their 
Government had neglected to provide. For instance, 
at Cold Harbor a member of Grant's staff noticed the 
men, in preparation for what was obviously to be a 
desperate assault, calmly writing their names and home 
addresses on slips of paper, and pinning them on the 
backs of their coats, so that their dead bedies might be 
identified upon the field. History records that many of 
those slips of paper were useful before the day was over. 


However, some soldiers on their own initiative made 
reasonably sure of their identification in case they became 
casualties. Often such items of equipment as haversacks 
and knapsacks were stenciled with the owner's name and 
regiment. Occasionally a soldier would scratch his name 
and unit in the soft lead which formed the back of the 
brass U.S. buckle of his waist belt. Several of these 


2 Horace Porter, Campaigning with Grant, New York, 1897, 
174. 











Attention, Soldiers! 


Every soldier should have 
a BADGE WITH HIS 
NAME MARKED DIS- 
TINCTLY upon it. The 
Subscribers will forward to 
any soldier in the Army a 
solid Silver Badge, with his 
Name, Company, and Regi- 
ment engraved upon it, on 
receipt of One Dollar. The 
above cut represents size 
and style of Badge furnish- 


ed. It be fastened to 
any guemeens. hoon 50,000 Agents Wanted. 











S. M. WARD. 
Co. B 481 


N.Y. Vols. 


C.E.PACE 
Co.1 29 N.J.Vol. 
















In solid 18 k. gold, $8 50, 











board every Naval Vessel. For $1, will send you as sam- 
Manufacturing Jewelers, we Breadway, New York. ple, with © Circular giving full instructions’ to Agents, 
either a Fine Gold Pen and Pencil, or a beautiful New 
Style Vest Chain, or Bye ay my and Pin, or Guard 
Chain, or an Engray pring et, or a Seal Stone, Cal- 
Cavalry and Ar ifornia Diamond, or Chased Ring, or a fine Gold Califor- 
nia Diamond Pin, or a New Style Set of Jewelry, or a solid 
Silver, with Name. Silver Shield, or eithey Army Corps Pin, with your Name, | 
Samples sent to Sol- Co., and Reg., handsomely engraved upon it, or a Kearney 
diers « receipt of Cross in Gold Plate; and, for 50 cents, I will send a beau- 
$1 25; also Army tiful Union e Pin, in fine Gold Plate. 
«| Corps Badges for $1 00. B. T. HAYWARD, Manufacturing Jeweler, 
| Liberal discount made Box 4876. 208 Broadway, N. Y. 





j r N Foore & CO., 
Manufacturers of Jew- 
—_— Soldiers’ 

COMPANY PINS. 
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buckles can be seen in such museums as the one at 
Gettysburg. Notebooks, diaries, and letters from home 
were invaluable in identifying a man killed in battle. 

The more farsighted (or pessimistic!) soldiers pro- 
vided themselves with items sold by private concerns 
before leaving their home state or purchased them from 
enterprising sutlers on arrival at the theater of war. 
These items were of two general types. The first type 
was the more expensive and more widely advertised. 
Shown here are advertisements of these soldiers’ pins as 
portrayed in Harpers Weekly for January 16, 1864. 
Such notices were to be seen, however, in Frank Leslie's 
Illustratea Weekly and some of the other more popular 
periodicals and newspapers of the time. The pins were 
usually of gold or silver and quite ornate. Generally 
they consisted of the soldier's name and unit engraved on 
a metal pin shaped to suggest the branch of service or 
in the form of the badge of the corps to which the wearer 
belonged. One should not, however, confuse these pri- 
vately purchased badges with the officially authorized 
corps badges worn on the cap or hat. Incidentally, corps 
badges and identification insignia of any kind were much 
more in evidence in the Eastern than in the Western 
armies. 

The second type of identification markers were very 
similar to the dog tags used by American troops in 
World War I but were brass or lead instead of aluminum. 
They had a hole for attaching by string around the neck. 
Many of these tags are in private collections today. One 
collector has over a hundred of them; his collection has 
four brass and three lead variations of this second type. 
Brass ones have on one side an eagle or shield and such 
phrases as: “War of 1861,” “War of 1861, 2, and 3,” 
“War for the Union,” or “Liberty, Union and Equality.” 


9 


The other side is blank except for the soldier's name, unit, 
and sometimes a list of battles in which he had partici- 
pated. The author has one which was carried by Fred- 
erick Gridman, Co. C, 1 New York Mounted Rifles. 
The inscription indicates that before purchasing this dog 
tag, Gridman had already fought at First Bull Run. All 
lettering was machine stamped. On one occasion, at 
least, nearly an entire regiment went into an active 
campaign with this type of identification disc. In July, 
1864, the 14th New Hampshire Infantry, passing through 
Charlestown, West Virginia, on its way to the cam- 
paign in the Shenandoah Valley, purchased many of 
these brass discs from a sutler who had set up his tent 
by the roadside. He stamped each disc purchased with 
name, company, and regiment.’ 

The lead type of circular identification disc included 
on one side such legends as “Gen. Geo. B. McClellan, 
U.S.A.” and “First in the hearts of his soldiers” or the 
New York State coat of arms with “Union and Constitu- 
tion” and “N.Y.S. Vols.” with the dates “1776” and 
"1861". These lead types were blank on the other side 
except for the soldier's name and regiment. 

All the badges and circular discs mentioned here, and 
other types as well, were used by Federal soldiers and 
certainly reduced to some extent, at least, the frequency 
of that terse but indefinite word “missing.” Careful in- 
vestigation into official records and museums has dis- 
closed no reference to an official issuance of identification 
media of any kind to Federal troops in the Civil War.‘ 


3 Related to author in 1927 by his grandfather, Color Ser- 
geant Francis H. Buffum, 14th New Hampshire Infantry. 


4See also Journal of American Military Insittute, Vol. 3 
(Spring, 1939), pp. 61-63 which discusses an unsuccessful 
attempt by a civilian to interest the War Department in issuing 
identification discs as an official item of equipment. 


THE PLATES 


CADETS, U.S. MILITARY ACADEMY, 1802 


(Plate No. 49) 


In March 1802, when Congress empowered the President 
to organize and establish a Corps of Engineers, it was 
specifically stated “that the said Corps when so organized 
shall be stationed at West Point, in the State of New 
York, and shall constitute a military academy.” By this 
act there was finally brought into legal existence a 
military institution that had been recognized as a neces- 
sity by many of our great statesmen and military men 


since the founding of the Republic. Washington, Jef- 
ferson, and Hamilton, as well as Knox, Steuben and many 
others, had ali stressed the need for a military academy, 
but even with the backing of such illustrious men as 
these it had taken many years to move Congress formally 
to enact the idea into law.' 


1 The Centennial of the United States Military Academy at 


West Point, 1802-1902, Washington 1904, I, 221-224. 
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On | April 1802, Major Jonathan Williams was made 
head of the Corps of Engineers and as such became the 
legal superintendent of the Military Academy. His 
personal assumption of command took place on 4 July 
1802, and this date may be considered as its formal 
opening. The building selected to be used for the 
Academy was a small structure, “about as large as a 
country schoolhouse, with its seats neatly painted in 
green.” The student body, formed from a group of 
artillery cadets gathered at West Point since the pre- 
ceeding year consisted of about a dozen “gentlemen 
cadets”, and the instructors comprised a handful of junior 
officers and civilians.? 

As the cadets at West Point in 1802 had been formerly, 
or were still, members of the Corps of Artillerists and 
Engineers and as the uniform for the Engineer Corps 
was not approved until December 1802, it must be 
assumed that the uniforms worn were in general based 
on those of the artillery.» This assumption is further 
bolstered by a statement made by Colonel Jonathan 
Williams at the time of his reappointment as Superin- 
tendent of the U. S. Military Academy in 1805. He 
asked that the cadets’ uniforms be defined and all made 
alike, adding that the cadets had previously worn the 
respective dress of the Corps to which they belonged, 
and had clothed themselves pretty much as they liked.' 
There was such confusion in this matter of the army 
uniform that even individual regimental and garrison 
commanders were issuing their own uniform regula- 
tions.° It should therefore be clear that a definite state- 
ment as to a specific cadet uniform in 1802 can scarcely 

2 Ibid. 

3 Letter, 3 Dec. 1802, Secretary of War Samuel Dearborn 
to Lt. Colonel Jonathan Williams, in Secretary of War, Military 
Book, Nr. 1 (RG 107), National Archives. 

4 Centennial, 1, 509. 


5"‘Notes from the Standing Orders of the First Regiment 
of Infantry, 1802” Military Collector & Historian, Ul, No. 3 


(September 1951). 





be made. They might have worn either officers’ or en- 
listed men’s uniforms or a mixture of both. 

The uniform of the artillery at this time can generally 
be said to have consisted of cocked hats, with black 
binding yellow buttons and gold loops for officers and 
with yellow binding and red plumes for enlisted men. 
Blue coats reached to the bend of the knee with scarlet 
lapels, cuffs, standing collars and linings. The coats 
had yellow buttons and were trimmed with gold lace 
for the officers and with yellow binding for the enlisted 
men. Some of the enlisted men’s coats being made on 
the previous pattern may also have had red wings. For 
both officers and cadets pantaloons and half boots were 
to be considered the uniform, except when doing duty on 
horseback. The insignia of a cadet of artillery was “a 
blue strap edged with red and laced, on each shoulder.” 
The cadets were also allowed to wear the same swords 
as platoon officers, but without swordknots. The surtout, 
shown on the left figure, seems to have been worn by 
both commissioned and noncommissioned officers and 
most likely also by cadets. It was a long full skirted 
coat with capes made of blue cloth and with a scarlet 
collar and edging. 

The undress uniform for artillery officers and cadets is 
not shown in the plate. Cadets could wear as undress 
round hats with white plumes, black cockades and yellow 
eagles; blue coats with blue lapels and cuffs, red collars 
and the same number of yellow buttons and laced button- 
holes as the regimental coats. With this were worn scar- 
let double-breasted waistcoats and blue pantaloons.°® 


H. Charles McBarron, Jr. 
Detmar H. Finke 


6 “Digest of uniform regulations,” n.d., in Purveyor of Pub- 
lic Supplies, Records and Memorandums, (RG 94), National 
Archives. Letter, 17 Apr. 1801, Secretary of War Samuel 
Dearborn to Israel Whelen, in Secretary of War, Orders and 
Regulations Book, 1801-1805. (RG 107), loc. cit. 


CADETS, U.S. MILITARY ACADEMY, 1816-1817 


(Plate No. 50) 


The second decade of the nineteenth century introduced 
the gray uniform which, to the present day, marks the 
wearer as a member of the United States Military 
Academy. What then is the history of the origin of the 
gray uniform? 


Colonel Jonathan Williams, the Commanding Officer 
of the Corps of Engineers and Superintendant of the 
Academy, had as early as 1810 obtained permission from 
Secretary of War Eustis to establish a uniform for the 
cadets, and a blue cadet uniform was ordered to be worn 


by the regulations of June 1814. Although the regula- 
tions were adhered to by some, in the words of a 
contemporary, “little attention . . . was paid to the 
prescribed dress, everything being worn according to 
fancy, up to a major-general’s uniform.”' In attempting 
to explain this confusion one can only bear in mind 
that a war was going on and in addition point to the 


freedom which the commanding officer of the Corps of 


1 The Centennial of the United States Military Academy at 
West Point, New York, 1802-1902. Washington, D. C., 1904, 
I, 510, 511. 
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Engineers had always been allowed in determining the 
uniforms of his Corps. That this freedom to some extent 
still prevailed after the war can be seen from the follow- 
ing letter written in 1815 by Brigadier General Joseph 
G. Swift, then Commanding Officer of the Corps of 
Engineers and Inspector of the Military Academy, to 
the Secretary of War, William H. Crawford. 


Concluding that the Order relative to the Uniform, 
is not intended to prevent any Arrangement of the 
Dress of the Cadets at the Military Academy which 
might be deemed advantageous, | have the honor to 
enclose a description of the Uniform and Undress for 
the Cadets, which has been Grey for the last fifteen 
months—cloth of this colour looks well while it re- 
mains whole and of the price of the Uniform $18 to 
$20, better suits the finance of the Cadets than one 
of Blue would. I recommend that the Uniform be 
confirmed. I forward the description of the dress at 
this time, that the Cadets, may during Vacation, know 
what description of clothing to procure. I will thank 
You to inform me if the Dress meets your approba- 


tion. - 

The description of the uniform mentioned had been 
prepared by Captain Alden Partridge, Superintendent of 
the Military Academy.* 

Two interesting facts are supplied us by this letter, 
the first that a gray uniform is stated to have been worn 
at the Academy since 1814 and second that the reason 
given for requesting the retention and official approval 
of this gray uniform was practical, i.e., cost and wear- 
ability rather than on grounds of tradition or patriotism. 

The requested decision for the approval of the gray 
uniform was not immediately given, and General Swift 
was asked to discuss the matter with the Secretary of 
War during Swift's planned visit to Washington. Dur- 
ing this visit, which took place in January 1816, the 
Secretary of War approved the gray uniform as described 
by Partridge, and Swift was promised that a general 
order confirming the Secretary's order would follow in 
March. But, out of sight out of mind, and, in the activity 
and turmoil affecting the War Department at this time, 
when all were concerned with winding up the late war 
and trying to set up an effective peace establishment, the 
matter of the cadets’ uniforms fell by the wayside. Ic 
was only after a reminder from General Swift in August 
that finally, on 4 September 1816, an order establishing 
the cadet uniform was finally issued as follows: 


2 Letter, 28 Nov 1815 in Letters Sent Relating to the Mili- 
tary Academy (Hereafter referred to as Letters, M. A.), Vol. I, 
(RG94), National Archives. 

3 Letter, 10 April 1816, Swift to Partridge, in Letters, M. A., 
Vol. I, (RG94). 

4 Letter, 5 Dec 1815, George Graham, Chief Clerk, War 
Department to Swift in Secretary of War (Hereafter referred 
to as S.W.), Military Book No. 8, 27 Dec 1814—29 Apr. 
1816, (RG 107). Letter, 13 Aug 1816, Swift to Brigadier 
General Daniel Parker, Adjutant and Inspector General in 
Adjutant and Inspector General's Office (Hereafter referred to 
as A. I. G.), Letters Received File, 1816, (RG94). 





General Order 
Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, 
September 4th, 1816 

The following described Uniform will be strictly 
adhered to by Cadets in the service of the United States 
and any deviation will be considered a Military 
offense. 

A Coatee of grey sattinett, single breasted, three 
rows of 8 yellow gilt buttons in front, and button- 
holes of black silk cord in the herring bone form, 
with a festoon turned at the back end; a standing 
collar to rise as high as the tip of the ear; the cuffs 
4 inches wide, the bottom of the breast and the hip 
buttons to range. On the collar one blind hole of 
cord, formed like that of the breast, 4 inches long, 
with a button on each side. Cord holes in the like 
form to proceed from three buttons placed length- 
wise on the skirts, with three buttons down the pleats. 
The cuffs to be indented, with three buttons and cord 
holes lengthwise in each sleeve, corresponding with 
the indentation of the cuff, in the centre of which is to 
be inserted the lower button. 

Vest: Grey cloth for winter, single breasted, yel- 
low gilt bullet buttons, and trimmed with black silk 
lace. For Summer, white vest, single breasted, with 
white buttons, but without trimmings. 

Pantaloons: Grey cloth for winter, trimmed down 
the sides with black silk lace, and the Austrian knot 
in front, no buttons on the sides or at the bottom, 
but made with understraps. Russia sheeting or white 
jean for summer, without trimmings, the form the 
same as for winter. 

The Jefferson Shoe rising above the ankle joint 
under the pantaloons. 

Black silk stock. 

Common round hat. 

Cockade black silk, with yellow eagle, to be worn 
at all times. 

Sword, cut and thrust, yellow mounted, with a black 
gripe, in a frog bele of black morocco and worn 
over the coat. 

No dress resembling the military, without con- 
formity to the regulations, will be worn on any oc- 
casion excepting that, when attached to corps, cadets 
will wear the uniform of the company officers, without 
epaulettes. 

By order of the Secretary of War 
/S/ Daniel Parker, 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen. 


This order, however, differed so in essential parts, 
i.e., round hats instead of caps and the disapproval of 
the undress uniform, from that approved in January that 
both General Swift and Captain Partridge immediately 
tried to have it revised. But the Secretary of War proved 
adamant and except for an approval that the white jean 
pantaloons should be used only for dress in summer and 
that the Russia sheeting pantaloons were to be used for 
ordinary duties, no changes were allowed.® 


H. Charles McBarron, Jr. 
Detmar H. Finke 


5 General Order, 4 Sep 1816 in Military Academy Orders, 
1814-1867 (RG94); Letter, 5 Sep 1816, Parker to Swift in 
A. I. G., Letter Sent Book No. 4, | Mar 1816—29 May 1818, 
(RG94). 

6 Letter, 25 Sep 1816, Partridge to Parker in A. 1. G. Letters 
Received File, 1816, (RG94); Letter, 26 Sep 1816, Swift to 
Crawford in S. W. Letters Received File, 1816, (RG94); 
Letter, 28 Oct 1816, Parker to Partridge in A. I. G., Letters 
Sent Book, No. 4, (RG94); Letter, 5 Oct 1816, Crawford to 
Swift in S.W., Letters Sent Book, No. 9, (RG94). 
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U.S. ARTILLERY REGIMENTS, 1825-1832 


(Plate No. 51) 


In Plate 31 the Regular Army artillery uniform 1814- 
1821 was illustrated, and in Plate 14 the same for 1834- 
1851 was shown. Here is the dress and equipment worn 
in the interval between these periods, specifically between 
1825 and 1832. This is the era of the “bell crowned” 


cap, the same as that shown for Infantry in Plate 34. 


There were in this period four regiments of artillery 
( lst-4th); all had been created in 1821 out of the Corps 
of Artillery. From these four regiments descend eleven 
artillery battalions of our modern force, including the 
lst Guided Missile Battalion, and the 2d, the 3d and 4th 
Antiaircraft Battalions, which bear the numbers of their 


parent regiments. 


The act of 2 March 1821 which set up the four regi- 
ments directed that one of the nine companies of each 
should be designated and equipped as light artillery. 
But for seventeen years this provision remained practi- 
cally inoperative and so it would appear that all of the 
artillery companies within the period of this plate wore 
the uniform shown. ' 


|! William E. Birkhimer, Historical Sketch of the... Ar- 
tillery, United States Army, Washington, D. C., 1884, 46, 54. 


The plate shows the winter service uniform as pre- 
scribed by the dress regulations of 1825: a single 
breasted, dark blue coatee with yellow lace on its collar, 
grey woolen pantaloons, an a bell crowned leather cap 
with a yellow pompon. The last mentioned item should 
be noted with some care, since it was in error omitted 
from the reprinted dress regulations which serve as text 
for the Ogden plates in the official 1889 edition. In 
other words, paragraph 828 should read in part: “ 
light Artillery yellow with red tops; artillery yellow; 
Grenadiers red; .. .”” 

The use of chevrons to denote both commissioned and 
non-commissioned rank is a peculiarity of this period, 
as is the wearing of wings by both officers and men. 

The belt shown on the enlisted men is probably the 
type contracted for in 1819 with Robert Dingle: “2500 
sword belts for infantry of buff leather at $1.25 each, 
including buckle, hook and clasp.” The sword is the 
Starr model of 1818, which was worn until the heavy 
Roman pattern was introduced about 1832. 


H. Charles McBarron, Jr. 


2 Quartermaster General, Uniform of the Army of the 
United States Illustrated from 1774 to 1889, n.p., n.d. [188], 
page 8, 2d column. 


COMPANY OF SAPPERS, MINERS AND PONTONIERS, 1946-1851 


(Plate No. 52) 


Between 1821 and 1846 there were no enlisted soldiers 
in the Corps of Engineers. On 15 May of the latter 
year a Company of Sappers, Miners and Pontoniers was 
constituted and organized during the next month at the 
United States Military Academy. Captain Alexander 
J. Swift was placed in command. This company, now 
Company A, Ist Engineer Combat Battalion, with the 
lst Infantry Division in Germany, is the oldest Regular 
Army Engineer unit (the 101st Engineer Combat Bat- 
talion, dating from 1636, being the oldest in the entire 
Army ).! 

Almost all of the new “engineers” were raw recruits, 
enlisted in New York and other Eastern cities. The 
first to join for the five year hitch was a young fellow 


1 General Orders 14, War Department, 1846; Lt. G. A. 
Youngberg, History of the Engineer Troops in the United States 
Army, 1775-1901, Washington, D. C., 1910 (Engineer School 
Occasional Papers, No. 37), 34-37; Office of the Chief of 
Engineers, Stations of Engineer Units, Regular Army, 1846- 
1937, Washington, G.P.O., 1938, 1, 2. 


named William D. Hurley who gave his occupation 
as a hatter. He signed up in Boston on 28 May, but 
deserted in September rather than go to Mexico. The 
Captain, who had been Instructor of Practical Engi- 
neering at the Academy, was somehow able to whip his 
company into shape despite the novelty of its functions 
and the greenness of its men. 


Until September 1846 the Company trained at West 
Point. On the 24th it boarded the ship Clinton bound 
for Brazos, Texas, and put to sea two days later. After 
considerable movement by land and water it went ashore 
at Vera Cruz on 9 March 1847 and thereafter took part 
in the campaign under General Scott. Swift was taken 
ill almost the moment he arrived in Mexico; and he 
died on 24 April 1847. Not until late in June 1848 
did the Company get back to West Point, but it re- 
mained at this pleasant post until 1858 when it was 
sent out to join the Utah Expedition. 
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The uniform of the Company was specified in Gen- 
eral Orders of 4 June 1846 and slightly amended | 
September. The dark blue, singlebreasted coatee was 
required to have “a small pocket covered by a flap on 
the right side for carrying percussion caps.” Dark blue 
and white cotton shell jackets, of the Artillery pattern but 
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with certain distinctions were authorized for fatigue, with 
“light blue mixture” or white trousers. The men also 
were allowed to wear “canvass overalls, to be drawn over 
the trousers.” Officers wore the uniform specified for 
the Corps of Engineers in current dress regulations. 

H. Charles McBarron, Jr. 


COLLECTOR’S FIELD BOOK 


ARTILLERY FATIGUE COATS, 1785 
At the time of writing it is still mot clear exactly what 
the uniform was that was worn by the troops of the 
small regular force in the service of the United States 
in 1785. It is, therefore, fortunate to have a record of 
a fatigue coat worn at that time. This semi-official 
part of the uniform was usually ordered to be worn by 
individual unit and post commanders and had to be 
paid for by the men themselves. The unit from whose 
records the report comes was that of Captain, Bvt Major, 
John Doughty's Company of Artillerists, newly recruited 
at West Point. Captain Doughty's Company, with a 
strength of 66 non-commissioned officers and matrosses, 
had left West Point in the latter part of July and marched 
to Fort McIntosh, Pennsylvania to assist the Indian Com- 
missioners there.' The section of his report relating 


to fatigue coats follows: 


... 1 found the Men's Coats so very defective from 
the miserable Badness of the Clcth, that many of them 
are almost worn out—From a desire to promote the 
good appearance of the Corps and the Comfort of the 
Men I have been induced to procure each Man a new 
fateague vest made of blue cloth with a red Cape and 
lineage—This will save their uniform and is a snugly 
tight Dress, which being lined through with flannelle 
will be very comfortable for the approaching Winter 
—I bought the materials at Fort Pitt, it will be neces- 
sary that stoppages should be made to pay for 
them. . . .2 


Detmar H. Finke 


' Fish Transcripts in the Historical Records and Honors 
Branch, Office of the Chief of Military History, Department 
of the Army, Washington, D. C. Letters of 22 July, | August 
and 4 October 1785 from Captain, Bvt. Major John Doughty 
to Lieutenant Colonel Nicholas Fish, New York, New York. 

2 Doughty to Fish, 4 October 1785, sbid. 


NOTES ON ARTILLERY UNIFORMS, 1801 
In the September 1951 issue of MCGH the orders regu- 
lating the uniform of the First Regiment of Infantry in 
1802 were supplied. Similar details of the uniform of 
a detachment of the First Regiment of Artillerists and 
Engineers stationed at Fort Johnston, North Carolina 
in 1801 are given below.' It is apparent from this order 


1 Company and Orderly Book, 1795-1813, 132-134, in Rg. 
94, National Archives. 


that many non-regulation articles of clothing were worn 
by all. Of particular interest, however, is the permitted 
undress uniform, which seems to apply both to officers 
and enlisted men and resembles somewhat the fatigue 
dress worn by Captain Doughty's company of artillerists 
in 1785.° 


Fort Johnston, 
Garrison Orders Sept. 20th, 1801 
Sect. 1— 

The Commanding Officer is sorry that a disposition 
to relaxation and irregularities makes it necessary to 
inforce the general orders and the practice of our serv- 
ice which renders it indispensable that all officers and 
soldiers while at their posts appear in a uniform that 
will at first sight not only distinguish them from 
Citizens: but the Corps they belong to. That when 
on duty, their uniform should be compleat and ap- 
propriate—officers and men exactly alike, except the 
distinguishing badges: viz. an uniform hat, Coat, 
Vest, pantaloons, Shirt and Stock agreeing with the 
clothing sent the Corps from the National Stores.— 
That they wear their Stocks alike, next the collars of 
their shirts without pads, puddings, handkerchiefs or 
neckcloth; that their hair be powdered and wear black 
gaithers——When off duty and attending ordinary 
parades, (except Sunday) an undress uniform may be 
worn—viz. a round about Jacket blue, faced with 
Scarlet; and uniform Vest, pantaloons of the season, 
a round hat with a cockade, the uniform stock and 
half boots. 

Sect. 2— 

When off parade and duty, commissioned officers 
may wear what is called a half dress: viz: a blue frock 
coat with gilt buttons and a Scarlet Cape, round hat, 
half boots, white or blue pantaloons agreeable to the 
Season. When an officer has leave to be absent and 
actually departs trom the Garrison he may dress as 
he pleases—except a cockade which is to be worn in 
all Situations; as an honorable distinction and badge 
of his profession, and an acknowledgment that he 
receives the pay and is in the Service of the United 
States. 

Sect. 3— 

An officer is to be in compleat uniform, his sword 
on a white belt over his Shoulder, a crimson sash 
round his waist, to have his hair well powdered nor 
is he to divest himself of his arms or any part of his 
dress (except to repose) during his tour, which ends 
at troop the morning succeeding the one he mounted. 


Detmar H. Finke 


2 Fish Transcripts, in the Organizational Records and Honors 
Branch, Office of the Chief of Military History, Department of 
the Army, Washington, D. C. Letter 4 October 1785 from 
Captain, Bvt Major John Doughty w Lieutenant Colonel 
Nicholas Fish. 








John Panui Jones’ back and breast plates. 


JOHN PAUL JONES’ CORSELET 


The John Paul Jones corselet illustrated above is well 
known to most students of American naval antiquities, 
especially those who have had the pleasure of examining 
it in the museum of the United States Naval Academy 
at Annapolis. Since photographs and descriptions of 
the corseletc are hard to find, however, it was felt that 
their publication here would be of interest. 

The armor, designed to protect the wearer from 
flying splinters and possibly from small arms fire, is 
short but comparatively heavy. The breastplate is 
18 inches high, 19 inches wide, and weighs 1412 pounds. 
The back plate is 164% inches high, 18 inches wide 
and weighs 1114 pounds. There are 63 lining rivets. 

This weight, however, created no serious problems. 
The captain of a ship was not normally required to 
perform any acts requiring swift movement or great 
agility during combat unless his ship was boarded, and 
thus the armor would not hamper him. It was worn 
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Courtesy U. S. Naval Academy Museum. 


usually for only a short time so there was little danger 
of fatigue, and finally there were no transportation 
difficulties such as militated against the wearing of 


armor by land troops. 
M. Bourde de Villehuet in The Manoeuverer or 


Skilful Seaman, (London 1788) reflected contemporary 
opinion when he maintained that since the captain was 
“the soul of the ship”, his life must be protected: 


... how frequently have ships been taken, who never 
would, had not their Captains been killed, and had 
not their death filled the crew with dismay and con- 
fusion! And, indeed, it must be allowed that, in such 
a circumstance, a general discouragement seizes on 
the minds of all the crew, who no longer make any 
but false manoeuvers; the fire is badly served, and the 
end is always surrender. After all, it is less for one’s 
self than for others and the State, that a Captain is 
bound to take care of himself: therefore, he should 
uot be ashamed of wearing armour. . 


This corselet, which Jones said he wore during the 
engagement with the Serapis, was given by him to his 
friend John Hyslop. It remained in the Hyslop family 


until 1897, after which it passed through the hands 
of two friends of the family and was then purchased 
by Dr. Bashford Dean of the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in 1909. It was presented to the U. S. Naval 
Academy Museum by Mrs. Dean in 1930. 


Harold L. Peterson 


JOHN BROWN’S REVOLVERS 


Although much has been written about John Brown's 
ill fated raid on Harpers Ferry which took place on Oc- 
tober 16th and 17th, 1859, it is surprising to learn that 
few collectors know the type of revolver which was 
intended to play an important part in the uprising had 
it been successful. 


Actual preparations for this Harpers Ferry raid go 
back at least to February of 1857 when John Brown 
entered into a contract with Charles Blair of Collinsville, 
Conn. to have one thousand pikes made for a dollar 
apiece.' Funds for the payment were lacking at that 
time, however, and it was not until over a year later that 
the pikes were paid for and delivered. The second 500 
pikes of the contract were made by Charles Hart of 
nearby Unionville, Conn. John Brown accepted them 
all and, under the name of Isaac Smith and sons, ordered 
them forwarded to Chambersburg, Penna. on August 27, 
1859. Other arms including Sharps carbines and a small 
lot of percussion revolvers and accessories had been 
surreptitiously added during these two years as the little 
band of Abolitionists made plans to capture the U. S. 
Armory at Harpers Ferry and thus gain more arms to 
give to the slaves in an uprising for freedom. 


A letter from John Brown appears in Beyond the 
Mississippi, from the Great Rwer to the Great Ocean, 
Life & Adventures on the Prawies, Mountains and Pacific 
Coast etc. 1857-1867 by Albert D. Richardson and is as 


follows: 
Albany, N. Y. 
28th of April, 1857. 
My dear Sir: 

The Worcester Gun Factory cannot supply me with 
Revolvers in time; but the Mass. Arms Co., (whose 
revolvers | have used; and which are much the same 
as Colts) offer to let me have what I need being 
200 for $1,300, thirteen hundred dollars. 


Respectfully your friend, 
John Brown 


In the spring of 1859, John Brown under the Isaac 
Smith name rented a small farm on the Maryland side 
of the Potomac a few miles from the little hamlet of 
Harpers Ferry. The farm was never worked by the 


' Charles Blair is now better remembered for his contribu- 
tion to arms collecting by having been a partner in the cutlass 
pistol enterprise at East Amherst, Mass. in 1836-38. 
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aged tennant or the two younger men who were with 
him, and as the weeks went by, the group increased a 
few at a time until in October there were 22 men pres- 
ent.? During this time, many long and heavy boxes had 
been brought to the farm by wagon. The actual raid 
began shortly before midnight on Sunday, October 16th, 
and came to its end less than forty-eight hours later with 
the death or capture of all the participants. 

At the subsequent trial of John Brown, evidence was 
presented that he had purchased and stored “two hun- 
dred revolvers, what is called the Massachusetts Arms 
Company's revolvers, a little under navy size.” And in 
the book, The Public Life of Captain John Brown, with 
An Autobiography of His Childhood and Youth by 
James Redpath, published by Thayer and Eldridge in 
Boston in 1860, it states that the Baltimore Militia fol- 
lowing the raid found “several large boxes which were 
filled with Maynard's large size patent revolvers, with 
powder flasks accompanying”. 

Combining these descriptions to read: Massachusetts 
Arms Co. revolvers of Maynard's patent and a little un- 
der navy size (which was called .36 caliber), it is evident 
that the illustrated Mass. Arms Co. revolvers are the 
type that were used. Some of the revolvers were in the 
hands of John Brown and his followers when their 
engine house stronghold was finally captured by a detach- 
ment of Marines under Col. Robert E. Lee. Other 
revolvers were still in the unopened boxes. 


This model of the Mass. Arms Co. revolver is of .31 
caliber and was made in barrel lengths of four, five, or 
six inches. The Maynard Primer is a receptacle built 
into the frame just forward of the hammer to hold a 
coiled roll of paper caps which are fed to the single 
percussion nipple upon cocking the hammer. The but- 
ton just in front of the trigger and inside the guard can 
be pressed to release the cylinder for manual turning, 
thus evading Calt’s patent on revolving the cylinder by 
cocking the hammer. All specimens of this model have 
nicely etched cylinders and engraved frames. On the 
top strap over the six shot cylinder is the marking “Mass. 
Arms Co. Chicopee Falls” and the cover of the tape 
primer container is stamped “Maynard's Patent (eagle) 
Sept. 22, 1845”. The front of the barrel latch bears the 
additional patent date of “Nov. 26, 1850”. 


The revolver illustrated in its original wood case is 
complete with brass bullet mould marked “Mass. Arms 
Co.” which casts a round and a conical bullet, loading 
and cleaning tool, two rolls of paper caps, and the 
original flask. Being originally cased it obviously is 
not one of the 200 purchased by John Brown. It bears 


2In addition to John Brown and his two sons, there were 
14 whites and 5 negroes in the raiding party. 
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Massachusetts Arms Company Revolvers. 


the serial number 227 on the recoil shield. The other 
Mass. Arms Co. revolver illustrated with its bullet mould 
below is identical except for the six inch barrel length 
and is serial number 135. It could be one of the fateful 
two hundred. This model was produced from about 
1835 to 1857 and all I have seen have low serial numbers. 
It is doubtful if a thousand were made, and apparently 
John Brown purchased at least one-fifth of the output. 


Samuel E. Smith 


POWDER HORN FROM THE 
CONSTELLATION 


This powder horn, obviously engraved by some veteran 
of the U. S. frigate Comstellation’s early service against 
the Tripolitan pirates, prominently displays the following 
title: 
"A view of the United States Frigate Constellations 
Engagement on the 22 of July 1802 with nine 
Gun boats.” 


Although the engraving is not masterly, it apparently 
depicts with accuracy the positions of the belligerent 
forces on that half of the horn devoted to the battle as 
may be judged from the following account given in 
Edgar S. McClay’s History of the Navy: 


While cruising (1802) three or four leagues off 
the port of Tripoli in company with a Swedish frigate 
the Constellation discovered seventeen gunboats steal- 
ing along the shore, which had left Tripoli the night 
before to assist in running in an American prize that 
was expected from Tunis. Captain Alexander Murray 
immediately gave chase and opened a brisk fire, com- 
pelling nine of the gunboats to run close to shore, 
where they were protected in little bays and inlets; at 
the same time a large body of cavalry came down to 
the shore to aid in their defence. Finding it im- 
possible to reach them, Captain Murray returned to his 
station off the port. The gunboats were seriously 
injured by the Constellation’s fire, and the cavalry suf- 
fered severely, one officer of high rank being reported 
killed. The Constellation received some slight dam- 


age to her rigging.' 
The following extracts from the Constellation’s log 
supply a more detailed view of the day's action as seen 

from the quarter deck. 


Thursday, 22 July 1802 


{Cruising off Tripoli) Fresh Breezes and pleasant 
weather. At 14 past 3 in Top gallant sails. At 4 
Tripoli bore S. S. W. distant.5 leagues. At 10 backed 
the main top sail. Midnight moderate and pleasant. 
At 5 set top gallant sails. At 9 saw several small 
sail to the Westward of the town gave Chace; as did 
the Thetis, who was 3 or 4 miles to leeward. At 10 
discovered the above sail to be gun boats 9 in number, 
one of which Commenced a Brisk fire upon us. At 
11 commenced firing on them with our Bow Guns, at 
14 past bore away and gave them our Larboard Broad 
Side, as we could get the guns to Bear. At 20 Minuets 
{sic} past Sounded in 12 fathoms Water, Saw their 
design was to entice us on a reef, which lay between 
us & them. Wore ship & gave them our Starboard 
guns as we could get them to bear, several Shot struck 
among their Troops. several thousand of which had 
assembled on the Beach about 2 miles from us. At 
\4 past 11 ceased our fire, when they began a heavy 
and well directed fire from their Boats and fort some 
of which struck very near us, we however received no 
damage. Had they Been 1 mile more to leeward of 
the reef or had the wind been from the Southward, 
we must inevitably have destroyed them all, As it was 
we ceartenly did them considerable damage not only 
their Boats, But Troops. The Thetis making all sail 
to beat up to our assistance but could not. Expended 
in the before Mention’d engagement 370 lb powder 
60 round shot. 22 grape & 21 Canister shot. 


* >. od 

Thursday 9 September 1802; Pleasant weather, 
standing in for Tunis Bay. At 2 lower'd down the 
pinnace along side of an American Vessel lying in the 
Bay. When the pinnace returned Lieut. Stweart [sic] 
gave us the following interesting NEWS Consul 
Eaton has received letters informing that in our en- 
gagement of the 22d July with the Gun Boats—we 
had killed the Dey’s favorite General, who was on 
the Beach within a few feet of the Dey, that 11 men 


| Edgar S. McClay, A History of the United States Navy from 
1775 to 1901, 3 vols., New York, 1901, I, 235. 

2 Naval Documents Related to the United States Wars with 
the Barbary Powers, 1785-1807, 6 vols., Washington, 1939- 
1944, Il, 209. 
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had since died in consequ{e]nce of their wounds, that 
we had destroyed 2 Gun Boats, he also informed us 
that Tunis had made a demand of a 36 gun frigate.) 


Apparently the battle scene shows the Constellation 
having just fired a broadside at the troops on shore as 
solid shot are depicted bounding among these forces, 
some of which are shown in retreat. One gunboat is 
shown capsized and one with damage to its rigging. 
The Swedish frigate is at the right. 

Accompanying the title and its ornate oval border 
is a similar oval in which Jack Tar is shown more happily 


engaged on shore. 
Robert L. Miller. 
3 Ibid., 270. 


MILITIA KNAPSACK AND VALISE, 
1830-1840 


The accompanying pattern and sketches illustrate an in- 
teresting militia knapsack and valise owned by member 
Glode Requa of Monsey, New York. Mr. Requa states 
that the specimen was originally made for the Orange- 
town Guards, which explains the initials "O. T. G.” on 
the back, and that it has long been in the possession 
of his family. The names of some of the former owners 
are inscribed on the back along with the names of two 
small New York State communities, Tappan and Pier- 
mont, and the date 1838. 


The materials from which this knapsack and valise are 
made are in general excellent. The valise and flap of 
the knapsack are made of heavy black patent leather, 
lined with white linen and bound with linen painted 
white. The rest of the knapsack is made of linen tacked 
to a wooden frame. This method of construction is 
structurally weak, and any sustained pressure within 
must have tended to tear the linen loose from the frame. 
The outside confining straps are made of grain leather 
with the surface buffed up and painted with what ap- 
pears to be white lead. The inside straps are black grain 
leather with the brown inside surface against the wearer's 
back. The straps of the valise and the loops are all 
black grain leather. 

There is one peculiarity which may have been general 
at the time. There is no indication of any shoulder 
slings ever having been attached to the knapsack. The 
straps around the whole are at present incomplete, and 
apparently the shoulder slings were in some way at- 
tached to them. 

The lettering and decorations are somewhat roughly 
done, freehand, without stencils. The lettering is in 
gold paint. The eagle is gold shaded with brown, and 
the shield and trophies are in full color. 


H. Charles McBarron, Jr. 
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 


ANSWER: CIVIL WAR MEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT UNIFORMS 
(Vol. I, p. 62) 
According to U. S. Army Regulations of 1861, revised 
1863, each company of men was allowed one hospital 
steward, one nurse and one cook. For each additional 
company they were allowed an additional nurse. Over 
five companies one additional cook. 

Dr. F. H. asked for information on the uniform of 
the personnel other than surgeons and stewards. No 
other personnel are mentioned in the Regulations except 
the matrons and medical cadets. So I imagine Dr. F. H. 
had in mind the cadets and not the officers of the Medical 


Department. 
The Medical Cadet is defined in section 5 of the 


Extracts of Acts of Congress, approved 3 August 1861: 


And be it further enacted, thet there be added to the 
medical staff of the army a corps of medical cadets, 
whose duty it shall be to act as dressers in the general 
hospitals and as ambulance attendants in the field, 
under the direction and control of the medical officer 
alone. They shall have the same rank and pay as the 
military cadets at West Point. Their number shall be 
regulated by the exigencies of service, at no time to 
exceed fifty. It shall be composed of young men of 
liberal education, students of medicine, between the 
ages of 18 and 23, who have been reading medicine 
for two years, and have attended at least one course 
of lecture in a medical college. They shall enlist for 
one year and be subject to the Rules and Articles of 
War. 
According to Article 50 of the Army Regulations the 


different parts of the medical cadet’s uniform are de- 
scribed in the paragraphs numbered as such: 


#1481—COATS—The same as for Brevet Second 
Lieutenant. 

#1494—BUTTONS—Same as for officers of the 
General Staff. 

#1499—TROWSERS—Same as for officers of the 
General Staff, except a welt of buff cloth, 
instead of a gold cord. 

#1506—HATS—A forage cap according to pattern. 

#1508—TRIMMINGS (for the hat— Same as for 
field officers. 

#1533—SASH—Medium or emerald green silk net, 
with silk bullion fringe ends; to go around 
the waist and tie as for General Officers. 

#1545—SWORD—The sword and belt and plate will 
be the same as for non-commissioned officers. 

#1575—SHOULDER STRAPS—A strip of gold lace 
3 inches long, ¥% inch wide, placed in the 
middle of a strap of green cloth 3% inches 
by 1% inches wide. 

According to the Regulations, the Ambulance drivers 


and attendants were connected with the Quartermaster 
Department. As for the Red Cross arm band being 
worn by the medical personnel in the Civil War, green 
seems to have been the color for this corps, and no 
mention seems to have been made concerning an arm 
band. But a red flag was always flown at or near the 
places where the ambulances were stationed during 
action. Irving R. Reed 
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ANSWER: JEFFERSON AND ANKLE BOOTS 
(Vol. Ill, p. 48) 

I am glad to learn that the “Jefferson” boot was a part 
of regulation uniform, and as to design would agree with 
Mr. Detmar H. Finke (Vol. III, p. 94) as he points to 
footwear pictured in the full-length portrait of Thomas 
Jefferson in the West Point Library. There I would 
draw special attention to the /ew heel, and to uppers 
which are just over the ankle bone and pierced by the 
fewest of eylets and laced with a leather thong. 

In viewing the portrait some years ago I remember 
being much impressed by the artist’s cleverness in por- 
traying Jefferson when he was an old man, as he Jrew 
attention to the simple, well-polished fine black calf 
shoes; and in a few brilliant strokes expressed himself 
on the whole issue of the great man’s habits which were 
so often the subject of discussion during the height of 
his career as his person and “inventions” were constantly 





held up to ridicule in the opposition press, where on 
one occasion the shoes won a comment which ran like 
this: “why should a man wear eels, and why buckles 
when he can tie his shoes on with a thong!” I would 
say that the “Jeffersons” were another of TJ's inven- 
tions. I would also suggest that with his interest in 
good health, exercise and fresh air—in natural living— 
his preference in footwear might have ififluenced the 
selection of that type of shoe for the regulation uniform. 
In any Case it seems appropriate here to quote one of 
eleven points in a list that Jefferson appears to have 
copied for his own use under the title “Dr. Rush to 
Capt. Lewis for preserving his health, June 11, 1803”. 
Point eleven says, “Shoes without heels, by according 
equal action to all the muscles of the leg will enable 
you to march with less fatigue, than shoes made in the 
ordinary way.” 
Grace Lewis 


GAZETTE 


The Dick Bradys delve into a grab bag of military print, 
while Orson Munn and George Gray confer in the background 





Privates Peterkin, Carter and Gaylord in full field equipment. 





The annual meeting of the Company for 1952 has come 
and gone. The feverish activity that built up to a 
crescendo over the week end of the 19th and 20th has 
subsided, and the members of the Arrangements Com- 
mittee are gradually getting used to a normal living pace 
once more. 


Judging from the various comments that we almost 
had time to listen to and comprehend, the meeting was 
a success. Certainly the attendance was good, and 
everyone seemed to be having a good time except per- 
haps Herb Glass who spent much of his time battling 
the flu in his hotel room and a few other souls who 
found that all night sessions over piles of articles and 
miniature soldiers could begin to get wearisome when 
continued for three straight nights. 
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Those of us on the various committees, however, had 
little opportunity to assess the situation. We were 
conscious only that there were lots of old friends around 
that we wanted very much to sit down and talk with if 
there were only not so many things which needed to be 
done and which never really got completed anyway no 
matter how we tried. Right then and there we made up 
our mind we were really going to enjoy the meeting 
in Philadelphia next year, and we hope we'll see you all 
there so we can make up for lost time. 

Because all the editorial staff was involved in the 
general hurry-scurry without time to sit back and view 
the meeting as a whole, we asked member Robert Walker 
Davis to be especially observant and write us his im- 
pressions of what happened. The following is Bob's 


report. 


Scene in the gallery Saturday morning. In the foreground are (1. to r.) Robert Grabam, John Worth (7), Ross Collins, Tom 
Parker, and John Magruder. 
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The second annual meeting of the Company of Military 
Collectors & Historians was held in Washington, D. C., 
on the week end of January 19-20, 1952. This meeting 
reflected favorably the growth of the Company during 
the period of one year and its ability, through the en- 
thusiasm and energy of its members, to hold an exhibi- 
tion that in so many ways was unique and extraordinary. 

The meeting opened at the Corcoran Gallery of Art 
at 9:00 A.M. on Saturday the 19th, which, appropriately 
enough, was Robert E. Lee's birthday. A special section 
of the Gallery had been put at the disposal of the Com- 
pany, and here members registered, enjoyed looking at 
the exhibits and at each other. The chief topic of con- 
versation, of course, was military history in general and 


the “artifacts and pictorial aspects thereof” in particular. 
Enthusiasm and interest were the keynotes of that me- 
morable morning, and by noon 43 members were present. 

At 1:00 holders of invitation cards began to arrive, 
and the comparative seclusion of the morning gave way 
to the milling crowds of the afternoon. The four hours 
reserved for members alone were past. Card holders 
were members of the American Military Insticute, the 
Naval Historical Foundation, the Maryland Arms Col- 
lectors, the Washington Blue Rifles, and the Washington 
chapter of that singular organization, the Civil War 
Round Table. Altogether, over 200 invited guests 
arrived, and most of them went to the auditorium, as 
did most of the Company, at 2:00 to hear and see three 


A portion of the audience who attended the demonstration talks in the auditorium. 

















short demonstration talks and listen to special recordings 
of fife and drum signals of the Imperial Guard; and 
bugle, drum and fife calls of the Civil War. 


On the stage were forms dressed in various types of 
Civil War uniforms and three very much alive figures 
costumed as Union and Confederate infantrymen and a 
Union cavalryman. R. E. Gaylord, carrying an 1863 
rifle-musket, represented the Southern infantry, while 
Ernest W. Peterkin, his Northern equivalent, carried a 
Springfield rifle-musket. William H. Carter, armed with 
a saber and a Sharps carbine, displayed the uniform of 
a Yankee private of cavalry. Around these three key 
figures plus the inanimate forms a series of three talks 
was based. Fred Todd discussed the uniforms; Francis 
Lord explained the equipment; and Harold Peterson de- 
scribed the weapons. The dramatic high-light of the 
auditorium meeting was Peterson's instructions to Peter- 
kin, in loading and firing the Yankee musket. Harold 
Peterson gave the nine commands for loading “by the 
numbers”. After the commands had been complied with, 
Peterkin aimed at the wall and let go with a loud roar 
and much smoke. Fortunately he had loaded his piece 
with paper instead of a bullet, and so no damage was 
done. In appreciation of this brave deed, the audience 
applauded with great glee. 


Messrs. Carter, Gaylord and Peterkin had spent an 
arduous morning as sentinels at the door of the exhibit 
and walking around displaying their garb. Carter, in- 
cidentally, was of the opinion that a cavalryman should 
never stand guard, but he stood just the same. 


The formal dinner of the Company was held at the 
Army and Navy Club on Farragut Square at 7:00. Fol- 
lowing tasty liquid refreshments 50 people sat down to 
dinner. When the eating phase was over, new members 
introduced themselves briefly while the tables were being 
cleared. Next Irving Browning showed a film on fencing 
that he had produced and directed, and then John Ford's 
epic film, “Fort Apache” was shown. This screen por- 
trayal of the old Indian fighting Army brought to a close 
a long day and evening which for most of us had still 
been all too short. 


Sunday morning the exhibit re-opened to both mem- 
bers and guests. Those who had not had time to take in 
the show in detail the previous day now had an opportu- 
nity to do so. At 3:00 the exhibit was formally closed, 
and by 5:00 the captains and kings, the chasseurs, dra- 
goons, cuirassiers and hussars had departed, their active 
service, for the time being, at an end. 


The Company can never be too grateful for the in- 
terest, the labors, and the attention to detail of Fred 
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Carter standing guard by the Mosby cannon. 


Todd, Harold Peterson and Bob Miller. The second 
annual meeting of the Company was their creation. 


It would be impossible to describe the exhibits in 
detail or even to list them. The memory of a few of the 
highlights, however, is still strong. In the big hall which 
one entered by passing a cannon that once belonged to 
the Confederate ranger, Mosby, were the formal exhibits 
based around Civil War themes with items gathered 
largely from the collections of members in the Wash- 
ington area. Here were 50 shoulder arms, about 30 
hand guns, and 31 swords illustrating the variety of arms 
both Union and Confederate armies used. At the end 
of the hall were displayed uniforms and equipment, 
principally.from the collections of Bob Miller and Francis 
Lord. On the wall near the door were two contemporary 
paintings of the Civil War lent by the Department of 
the Army and a painting of a Union cavalry charge by 
W. T. Trego from the collection of Jackson Fritz. Above 
all hung some rare Civil War flags lent by the Museum 
of the United States Military Academy at West Point. 
Also in the hall were an 8-phase diorama on the history 

















The collection of uniforms and equipment at the end of the ball. 


of military communications, a display of Civil War in- 
signia from the U. S. National Museum, and four mag- 
nificent military and naval figures modeled by Dwight 
Franklin. 

In the gallery proper there was so much that it is 
hard to recall even the more outstanding specimens. 
Among the pictorial items were a series of original Civil 
War drawings by A. R. Waud, along with the engravings 
that-were made from them lent by the Library of Con- 
gress. Ross Collins showed an order of battle he had 
drawn up of the lmperial G’ rd. Anne Brown showed 
several magnificent contemporary books with pictures 
of the celebrated Grenadier of the Guard, and an im- 
mense parade of hundreds of 6-inch cardboard figures 
of the various regiments of the Imperial Guard. Alex 
Craighead had three original paintings of Napoleonic 
troops, including one by the great Detaille. Herbert 
Knoetel was represented by a group of his own original 


water colors; while his father’s work was displayed by 
Orson Munn. 


In the arms field, no one can possibly forget Herb 
Glass’ 7 foot 4 inch Hudson Valley dog lock gun, or 
General Putnam's saber displayed by Irving Browning, 
or the beautiful Napoleonic swords and Boutet pistols 
shown by Bob Abels. 


There were two fine collections of Napoleonic period 
medals, one belonging to James Sawicki and the other 
to Ross Collins. 


Miniature figures were present in abundance. Dick 
Brady showed a selection of his own manufacture, and 
John Worth had a most interesting Civil War scene. 
Ashton McDonnell, Jim Gregg, John Putnam, Orson 
Munn, and Ed Ryan swelled the ranks with wide selec- 
tions from standard commercial types and personally 


altered and painted figures. 





The U. S. Military Academy was represented with 
several historically important pieces, including Lee's 
sash and Grant's binoculars. 

Finally, in the center of the floor stood a large terrain 


model with figures depicting the retreat of the Union - 


Army across Cub Run after the First Battle of Manassas, 
and around the walls hung samples of the military art in 
the collections of the Department of the Army. 


* . - 


There have been three changes in the officers of the 
Company since the last issue of this journal. As you 
all know, an election was held to fill the vacancies on the 
Board of Governors caused by the expiring terms of four 
members. Detmar Finke, H. Charles McBarron, Jr., 
and Harold L. Peterson were reelected and Robert L. 
Miller was elected to the panel for the first time. 

Meeting in a special session during the week-end of 
the Annual Meeting, the Board of Governors also made 
two changes in the officers that they in turn elect. Cap- 
tain Paul Linton, formerly secretary, was made a vice- 
president; and Captain Charles J. West, of Time, Inc., 
was elected to succeed him as secretary. 

Since the Company now has a collection of military 
artifacts (details of which will be published in the next 
issue), it has become necessary to have someone to care 
for these objects. Harry Wandrus, a preservation spe- 
cialist with the National Park Service, was selected by 
the president for this important task and given the 
title of acting curator, pending confirmation by the 


Governors. 
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This year the United States Military Academy at West 
Point celebrates its Sesqui-Centennial. Founded in 1802, 
the Academy has trained officers to lead American troops 
in every armed conflict in which they have participated 
for the past 150 years. The Company of Military Col- 
lectors & Historians salute the Academy on this anni- 
versary. In its honor we have devoted two of the plates 
in this issue to early West Point uniforms and one 
plate to the dress of the Company of Sappers, Miners 
and Pontoniers that was trained at West Point for service 
in the Mexican War. 


* * * 


A very fine gun list from Col. Leon C. “Red” Jackson 
announces that another member has joined the fraternity 
of arms dealers. He and Mrs. Jackson have opened 
an antique gun shop appropriately called the Jackson 
Arms at 3212 Broadway, San Antonio, Texas. Mrs. 
Jackson runs the shop on week days, but the Colonel is 
there Tuesday and Thursday evenings and all Saturday. 
They invite all members to stop in and visit them. 


t + + 


Word has been received that Salem, Mass., will hold 
its famous Chestnut Street Day on June 25. From 
10:30 in the morning until 5:00 in the afternoon the 
famous old houses and gardens along this street will 
be open to the public. Hosts and hostesses will wear 
costumes recalling Salem's great sailing ship days, and 
many antique weapons will be on display. Proceeds 
from the occasion are used to maintain the historic 
appearance of the street and its houses. 


NOTES ON PUBLICATIONS 


Forster Groom & Co., Ltd., 23 Craven Street, London 
W.C.2, has announced the publication of The King’s 
Guards: Horse and Foot by Henry Legge-Bourke, Mac- 
donald & Co., publishers. The book describes the duties, 
traditions and pageantry of the Household Cavalry and 
the Brigade of Guards, and is illustrated with sixty 
colored plates, all hitherto unpublished, and numerous 
black-and-white photographs. The cost is 31 shillings, 
including postage. Write directly to Foster Groom. 


7 * * 


M. Rousselot has recently issued five additional plates in 
his valuable series titled L’Armée francaise: ses uniformes, 
son armement, son équipment (last reported in this sec- 
tion in vol. II, no. 1). These are: no. 27, Cavalry, regu- 


lations of 1750; no. 29, Infantry, regulations of 1736; 
no. 30, Carabiniers, 1810-1815; nos. 31 and 32, Marines 
of the Imperial Guard. Members at the January meeting 
may recall seeing the last on exhibit. If interested, write 
to Librairie Cart, 8 Rue de l’'Ancienne-Comédie, Paris 
VI. Total cost for all five comes to about six dollars, 
including postage. At the moment we don't know 
what happened to Plate 28. 


* * * 


A limited first edition of Flags Over South Africa, by R. 
Gerard, is being published by the Pretoria Technical 
College, Church Street East, Pretoria, South Africa. 
Forty-eight flags will be illustrated in color. The cost 
in the United States is $9.50. 
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The Department of the Navy has issued an important 
book on the history of the machine gun by Col. George 
Chinn. Entitled simply The Machine Gun, the current 
large volume is the first of a projected three volume 
work. Since the following two volumes will deal with 
current models and contain restricted information, this 
first volume on history is the only one which will be 
available to the public. 


Col. Chinn has begun his story with some of the 
very early attempts at rapid firing weapons, well before 
the advent of gun powder. Then come such wondrous 
devices as Puckle’s gun and so on up to the first manually 
operated weapon that can be truly considered a machine 
gun. There is a good section on the machine guns used 
by both sides in the Civil War and in the Indian Wars. 
By far the largest section of the book, however, is 
devoted to developments after 1900 and the use of the 
machine gun in both world wars by land, sea and air 
forces. 


In any undertaking of this scale there are bound to 
be errors, and many students wiil disagree violently with 
various of Col. Chinn's statements. Nevertheless there 
is a vast mine of information in this volume, and the 
price of $5.00 which the Government Printing Office 
has placed on this handsome cloth bound 688 page 
book makes it one of the greatest bargains in the gun 
field that has been published in a long time. 


- om a 





Henry J. Kauffman, Early American Gunsmiths, pub- 
lished in January by the Stackpole Company is the most 
recent addition to the growing shelf of books listing 
American gunsmiths. This new work has several ad- 
vantages not possessed by other such lists, but it also 
has two defects. On the credit side, it prints the docu- 
mentation which substantiates each entry, and it is illus- 
trated with signed specimens of the work of many indi- 
vidual smiths. On the debit side, are the fact that there 
is no indication given of the scope or importance of a 
man’s work and the fact that many well known makers 
are omitted. For some reason Mr. Kauffman did not use 
any of the official federal documents and only a few of 
the official state documents. Thus the great list of men 
who held contracts for military arms are largely ignored. 
Because the entries dealing with Pennsylvania rifle 
makers are exceptionally complete, collectors of these 
arms will find this new book a “must”. Available from 
the publisher or any arms book dealer, price $5.00. 


. * + 


English Pistols and Guns by lan Glendenning has re- 
cently reached the American market. In this volume the 
author has selected a number of good quality sporting 
or personal arms and illustrated each one with an excel- 
lent photograph and drawings of important decorative 
detail. The text consists primarily of detailed descrip- 
tions of the decoration and construction of the illustrated 
arms. Only two military pieces are included. The book 
may be purchased from arms book dealers in this country 
for $6.00. 
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The Company of Military Collectors & Historians 
is a non-profit organization dedicated to the advance- 
ment of the study of military history and traditions, 
especially of the United States; and in particular to 
the diffusion of knowledge of the artifacts and pic- 
torial aspects thereof. 

The Military Collector & Historian is published 
quarterly by the Company of Military Collectors & 
Historians and is sent free to all members. Non- 
members are charged a subscription price of $5.00 a 
year. A series of hand-colored prints of American 
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military and naval costume is available to subscribers 
and members for $12.50 a year extra. Both plates 
and magazine are published without profit. 


All inquiries concerning the Company or sub- 
scriptions to the plates and magazine should be ad- 
dressed to the Secretary, Capt. Charles J. West, TIME, 
INC., 9 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20, N. Y. All 
correspondence concerning the magazine and plates 
themselves should be addressed to the editor, Harold 
L. Peterson, 5113 8th Road N., Arlington 5, Virginia. 














